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This article reports on several findings from research 

conducted on the power and benefits of peer-to-peer 

fundraising. These findings identify the use of peer-to-

peer fundraising as an effective platform to support a 

non-profit organization or cause. 
 

A non-profit organization is a tax exempt advocate for 

furthering a particular social mission through the charitable 

contributions and accountability from its supporters.  Peer-

to-peer fundraising provides a platform with the opportunity 

and potential for a non-profit organization to spread their 

mission and find supporters. 
 

The power of peer-to-peer support influences online 

giving  
 

The popularity of online charitable giving can be directly 

related to peer-to-peer fundraising.  According to Network 

for Good, peer-to-peer fundraising has greatly influenced 

online giving because people are more motivated to support 

something they have a connection with and they are 70% 

more likely to donate to a person they know who supports a 

cause rather than donating directly to the organization1. 
 

Peer-to-peer fundraising through social media accounts 

for the most funding 
 

The use of peer-to-peer support directly influences online 

charitable giving and it also accounts for the more funding 

than venture capital giving which can be attributed to peer-

to-peer fundraising through social media networks.  

According to the findings from a MassSolution report, the 

crowdfunding industry, which includes peer-to-peer 

fundraising, accounted for more funding than venture 

capital in 2016 because people are more empowered when a 

cause is share through social media networks because it 

allows the cause to be personalized2. 
 

The peer-to-peer fundraising method has a type that 

aligns with a non-profit  
 

Peer-to-Peer fundraising is the method of fundraising that 

leverages an online network of supporters to fundraise on 

behalf of an organization or cause.  The types of peer-to-

peer fundraising are most often categorized as a campaign, 

personal event or challenge, and activity.  A peer-to-peer 

fundraising campaign gives a non-profit organization the 

power to reach a larger audience because individual 

supporters solicit their network for donations and the 

purpose of the campaign is to call supporters to fundraise on 

behalf of the organization3. 

 

 

Peer-to-peer fundraising improves scalability, 

awareness, and impact for a non-profit 
 

Traditional fundraising and awareness require a significant 

investment in time, effort, and resources. According to 

CauseVox, peer-to-peer fundraising is ideal for non-profit 

organizations because it allows them to scale relationships 

by tapping into a network of current supporters, limits the 

use of precious resources by leveraging an existing 

network of advocates, and increases impact by growing 

awareness organically4. 
 

Peer-to-peer fundraising is the most successful way to 

raise donations 
 

A non-profit organization relies on its supporters and they 

are held accountable for furthering their social mission, 

which requires the organization to fundraise in order to 

achieve their goals.  According to GiveGab, of all the non-

profit organizations that hit or exceeded a goal of $5,000, 

81% of them used peer-to-peer fundraising5. 
 

Peer-to-peer fundraising is proven to be an effective 

platform for a non-profit  
 

These findings from research on the power and benefits of 

peer-to-peer fundraising provide evidence that this method 

of fundraising is an effective platform for a non-profit to 

fundraise because of the influence of peer-to-peer support, 

the method’s alignment with the organization, and the ability 

to enhance the non-profit so that it is more likely to achieve 

its goal. 
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The findings conclude that power and benefits 

of peer-to-peer fundraising make it an effective 

platform for a non-profit organization to 

fundraise because it empowers more support 

and therefore more accountability. 
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